
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
April 14, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
April 14, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Gary 
Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kathy 
White, HR Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, 
Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Diane Robertson, Judy 
Littlefield, and, Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the April 7, 2015 meeting as 
presented.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Littlefield requested an explanation as to why a voucher for Engineering 
training was flagged and signature refused by Auditor Backman; Auditor Backman 
replied that it was an internal control issue, procedures were not followed, the item was 
not in the budget and felt that other departmental training was not approved and this 
training was not necessary.  Commissioner Littlefield asked to postpone the voucher in 
question until next week.   

Discussion ensued regarding the voucher in question and a difference of opinion between 
Manager Powell and Auditor Backman regarding budget allowances and need for said 
training.  Manager Powell approved the training and signed said voucher as training 
funds are available in the Engineering budget; Auditor Backman refused to sign said 
voucher and the Voucher Approval form indicating the specific item was not budgeted.  
Engineering Manager Sidhu explained the need for the training in question and that his 
department budget includes funds for educational and CEU training for both construction 
and engineering employees.  Commissioners Robertson stated that staff should be 
responsible for decisions regarding training for their own departments, managing their 
budgets and felt that the request was well within budget requirements and that Auditor 
Backman was overreaching; Commissioner Littlefield agreed with Commissioner 
Robertson after hearing explanations given by Manager Powell and Engineering Manager 
Sidhu and requested a motion for approval.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Nos. 3062-3125 in the 
amount of $257,350.67, as described in Voucher Approval No. 2614.  The motion passed 
with Commissioners Littlefield and Robertson in favor and Commissioner Cook opposed.  
Commissioner Cook asked that the record reflect he would not sign the Voucher 
Approval unless both the General Manager and Auditor had signed. 

Treasurer Dales presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2015. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell presented an update regarding 
the Sedro-Woolley Transmission Pipeline Replacement Project, including the following: 

• Commended Engineering Manager Sidhu, Assistant Engineering Manager 
Handzlik, and Operations Manager Fox and their staffs for working diligently to 
put together a plan for this project. 

• Selection of welded steel vs HDPE pipe due to two issues, not enough radius and 
very high pressure at the base of the hill.  Steel pipe is less expensive than HDPE, 
equally flexible, but more expensive to install due to bedding requirements. 

• Solicitation of price quotes; manufacturers will include the mortar lining and 
epoxy coating costs in the $135 price per foot. 

• Need for project completion by July 1 or have to return the system and operate 
with a leak in the transmission line. 



• Permitting. 
• Schedule and contracting for construction; only a select few contractors are 

capable of installing this size pipe and will be contacted regarding whether they 
are available and can perform the work and submit bids for same. 

• Consultants on board for surveying, soils and wetlands, and archaeology. 
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the project. 

Attorney Gilbert reported that a long-time delinquent LUD account will be paid and he is 
glad it is resolved. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported that CityWorks training is taking place this week, he is 
working with Operations Manager Fox and Engineering Manager Sidhu on budgets and 
staff for asset management training. 

Operations Manager Fox reported that Judy Reservoir is gaining in elevation.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if water is being taken from the streams; Operations 
Manager Fox replied yes, there was a little water taken last week. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that next week members of the Skagit Land 
Trust Board and Nature Conservancy will tour the watershed and Gilligan intake with 
Environmental Service Coordinator Trueman and WTP Superintendent Wardell. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported on the pipeline replacement work in Mount Vernon 
and SRV Construction is performing warranty work near the intersection of Old Day 
Creek Road and Merrifield Road.  Pavement restoration is scheduled for the first 
available weather window.  Engineering Manager Sidhu stated that the Sedro-Woolley 
Transmission Pipeline Replacement Project is a huge undertaking and there is a great 
number of staff helping with various aspects of the project.  Commissioner Littlefield 
asked if the project can be completed by July 1; Engineering Manager Sidhu replied yes, 
if all goes well and according to plan, but there are lots of items that need to fall in to 
place.  Commissioner Cook stated that he has preached pipe replacement; Manager 
Powell replied that this project is on the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and offered that 
projects were stopped during the recession under the Administration of Manager Johnson.  
Commissioner Littlefield commended Engineering Manager Sidhu and staff for their 
work. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that the next all staff and safety meeting will 
be held on May 13 with sessions at 7:00 and 8:30 AM and will include fire extinguisher 
training.  She also reported that discrimination and harassment training will be held on 
Wednesday, April 22.  Manager Powell acknowledged HR Manager White for studying 
to take the exam on May 13 to obtain Senior Professional in Human Resources (SPHR®) 
certification. 

Treasurer Dales reported that the Finance Department continues work on the Annual 
Report due at the end of May. 

Commissioner Littlefield stated that Auditor Backman requested exiting the meeting at 
5:00 PM to referee a game. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented a request for authorization to sign a 
purchase order in the approximate amount of $216,000 for the purchase of 1,700 feet of 
steel pipe so that another week does not pass to slow the Sedro-Woolley Transmission 
Pipeline Replacement Project.  He stated that prices will be sought from three pipe 
vendors.  Commissioner Robertson moved to authorize a purchase order in the amount of 
$216,000 for the purchase of steel pipe to the lowest responsive bidder.  Manager Powell 
stated that the bids will be evaluated by the Engineering Department.  Commissioner 
Cook asked how much installation will be; Engineering Manager Sidhu replied that he 
will not know until they get prices for construction.  Manager Powell stated that 
installation of pipe in that diameter will require the same equipment and although haul in 
of bedding will be required he does not believe the order of magnitude will be that 
different due to the cost between HDPE and steel pipe.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented Resolution No. 2222-15, A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON, DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTIES 
(DISTRICT IDENTITY–WAUGH ROAD PROPOSED TANK SITE AND COLD 



SPRINGS CREEK) SURPLUS TO THE DISTRICT’S NEEDS IN THE OPERATION 
OF THE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT’S WATER SYSTEM AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE PUBLIC SALE OF THE SAME AS PROVIDED BY LAW.  Manager Powell 
reviewed the proposed resolution and recommended adoption.  Commissioner Robertson 
stated that he took the liberty of speaking with the developer adjacent to the landlocked 
Waugh Road parcel who appears to be interested in the property.  Manager Powell stated 
that a fair market value appraisal will be performed and ownership will be on the 
purchaser for access.  Commissioner Cook moved to adoption Resolution No. 2222-15 as 
presented.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented Resolution No. 2223-15, A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON, ESTABLISHING SALARY RANGES FOR 
NON-UNION STAFF AND SUPERVISING EMPLOYEES.  Manager Powell reviewed 
the proposed resolution stating that the resolution was revised annually from1990 through 
2009 after which it was determined to use a larger spread between salary ranges to avoid 
having to adjust it annually.  He stated that the resolution was last adjusted in 2013 and 
allows HR a varied hiring range and accommodates cost of living increases.  
Commissioner Cook asked if the District is in compliance; Manager Powell replied yes, 
although there is an employee bumping up against the maximum salary range due to 
longevity.  Manager Powell stated that the District paid for a salary survey in 2014 and 
will use that survey and one from the WA PUD Association (WPUDA) to see if the 
District is on the right path.  Treasurer Dales stated that there is one person currently 
outside their salary range.  Discussion ensued regarding salary ranges and compliance.  
Manager Powell stated that he is required to recommend salaries to the Commission 
which the resolution does.  Commissioner Robertson indicated there may be an error in 
the minimum level for Grade 8.  Commissioner Robertson moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 2223-15 as revised.  The motion passed.  Clerk of the Board Carpenter stated she 
would correct the transposed figures and bring forth a revised resolution for signature; the 
Commission signed the document following the correction. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson reported he would be 
attending WPUDA meetings in Olympia this week and will also meet with 
Representative Jeff Morris.  He reported that the Senate chose to ignore the 
recommendation of the Governor and House regarding the use of Public Works Trust 
funds and the Senate will take $200 million away from the fund which essentially 
eliminates low interest loans available for utilities. 

Commissioner Littlefield stated he would be attending WPUDA meetings in Olympia as 
well. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of April 14, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:39 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


